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The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty heralded a new era for sport at an EU level. The article 165 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) gives the EU a new competence on sport, through targeted EU action for developing the European dimension in sport.
The EPP Group has always stressed the importance of sport and its specificity in the EU and has asked for political commitments, incentive measures and actions, including legal framework and appropriate budget.
For this reason, on 2012 a special Working Group on Sport was established, under the Chair of MEP Santiago Fisas, in order to deal with issues that are affecting the sector at an EU level and to bring new ideas and suggestions which could represent an added value to construction of the future European Sports policies.
It is also worth mentioning that during the last parliamentary term (2004-2009), the European Parliament produced at least three motions for resolutions, namely ‘The Future of professional football in Europe’, ‘The Role of Sport in Education’ and ‘The White Paper on Sport’ of which the rapporteurs came from the EPP Group (i.e. Ivo Belet, Pal Schmitt and Manolis Mavrommatis).

In the current term, apart from the report on the European Dimension of Sport, the new field of competence of the EU was for the first time financially regulated through the pluri-annual programme “Erasmus +”. Of the total financial envelope of this programme (EUR 14 774 524 000 from 2014-2020),1.8 % will be dedicated to sport; a special support for non-profit European sport events with focus on grassroots sport is also foreseen, with a maximum of 10% of the budget allocation for sports.  The Parliament, during the negotiations’ procedure, insisted on focussing on grassroot sports as well as the role of projects in fighting intolerance and discrimination.

Regarding the EPP Working Group on Sport, the topics that were covered were:

· EU competence on Sport - State of play (14 Nov 2012)

In the first meeting of the Working Group, the following recommendation cover the main ideas discussed:
1. The European Parliament should continue its signalling function with regards to important events in sports through reports and resolutions.

2. Studies found the following: 

- there is a lack of knowledge on EU law within sporting organisations in the EU

- there is no consultation between different sports

- there is a lot of discrimination based on nationality

Therefore the EP needs to bring stakeholders together, share best practice and should start infraction procedures where warranted.

3. The EP needs to explore the boundaries of what is legally possible through dialogue, with the help of political support and political willingness. There should not be room for a bail-out close within the Treaty.

4. The role of the Court of Arbitration is under discussion. The court is located in Switzerland and it is not bound to apply EU law/rulings. In addition, it is almost impossible to appeal which is legally unacceptable. 

5. Due respect needs to be paid to Human Rights.
Experts that took part: Mr. Bart Oijen, Policy Officer Sport Unit, Directorate-General Education and Culture, European Commission and Mr. Stefaan Vandenbogaert, Professor in European law and Director of the Europe Institute at Leiden Law School.
· Sport TV rights - Legislation in the EU Member States (9 Jan 2013)

In this meeting, the raising importance that media rights have in the sports sector - especially when the revenues give the opportunity to re-invest to a particular sport- was stressed. The example of the legislation in Germany as well as the current challenges that occur from the new media and the new forms of broadcasting were presented. Also, the need for better legal protection of right holders and mentioned that there is so far no effective legislation against the illegal abuse of the rights was underlined. Also, an overview of the connection between sport and media was presented. An interesting point that came up from this meeting was that sport events are not covered by the intellectual property rights (IPR) law but only by the trademark law; the broadcast of sport events, on the other hand, is part of the IPR, since broadcasters have neighbouring rights.  
Experts that took part: Mr. Gianluca Monte, Policy Officer Sport Unit, Directorate-General Education and Culture, European Commission and Mr. Stefan Brost, EU Liaison Office of the German National Football Association.
· Dual career and welfare for athletes (6 Mar 2013)

During this meeting, it was mentioned, among others, how player unions approach these struggles and what it takes to successfully support athletes in their transition to a second career. Examples of best practices amongst the ranks of player unions in Europe were given in order to clarify the topic. Also, a reference to the recently published EU Guidelines on dual careers of athletes, developed in Council Expert Group on Education and Training, was made. Finally, some necessary steps to establish programs on the level of the best practice examples for a greater audience of athletes across Europe and hopefully beyond were underlined.
Experts that took part: Mr Jonas BAER-HOFFMANN, Policy Officer, FIFPro Division Europe / EU Athletes, Mr Mark DE SMEDT, Country Head for Belgium and Luxembourg, Adecco Belgium and Mrs Frauke PENEN, Athlete Career Programme / Olympic medalist (Belgian 4x100m relay team), Adecco Belgium. 
· EU Actions to support indigenous and grassroots sports (10 Apr 2013)

In this meeting, the role of the Europe Gaelic Athletic Association which is responsible for organising Gaelic games in Europe was presented. Relating to the grassroots sport topic, it was mentioned that there are currently many challenges for indigenous and grassroots sports such as: little media coverage which leads to difficulties in attracting new participants, volunteers and sponsors, various aspects of cultural identity and limited human and financial resources. Maastricht is the only city in Europe (outside Ireland/UK), to provide public facilities to GAA specifications for Gaelic Games resulting in multiple events. Also, an overview of the work of “Streetfootballworld” was presented. “Streetfootballworld” is a social profit organisation that promotes positive change through football. In this framework, the importance of the development of the young people through football that works toward social change on a global scale but also to helping young people to find sustainable employment, education or training was underlined.
Experts that took part: Mr Tony BASS, Secretary of the European Board of the European Gaelic Athletic Association and Mrs Krystelle LOCHARD, Manager of the European Programmes of "Streetfootballworld".
· Role of supporters and citizens in sport (15 May 2013)

The importance of improving football governance through supporter involvement and community ownership was the main idea in this meeting. The role of the Supporters Direct Europe which is one of the Europe’s leading organisations within sport and community engagement was underlined. Supporters Direct promotes the value of supporter and community engagement and helps supporter groups to secure influence and become a constructive voice in their club. Improving football’s poor governance and financial instability through the involvement of supporters is vital, not only to promote sport but also key European values and EU aims such as: strengthening democracy and citizenship, building co-operation and dialogue and improving communities. The Football Supporters Europe network (FSE) which is an independent, representative and democratically organised grass-roots network of football fans' in Europe, was also presented during this meeting. Ticketing, fan culture, discrimination and policing in football are some of the main objectives of the Football Supporters Europe network. 
Experts that took part: Mrs Antonia Hagemann, Head of European Development of the Supporters Direct Europe and Mrs Daniela Wurbs, FSE Coordinator / CEO of the Football Supporters Europe.
· Betting - Regulation at EU level (26 Jun 2013)

Sports’ betting is a very important issue and there is a need for betting regulated markets with 2 main objectives: respect of integrity of competition and better commercial rules. The main objective in the field of sports betting should be having a better recognition of the rights of sports competitions and the value of the sporting content. The importance of the cooperation between sport, public authorities and law enforcement agencies was also raised during the meeting. The main idea was that the sport must be protected in order to secure a fair financial return to sport and to provide funding to protect the integrity of the game. Also, in the meeting the French and German models as well as the Ryder Cup Betting experience were presented, in order to set light to the situation concerning betting. 
Experts that took part: Mr Mathieu Moreuil, Head of European Public Policy of the Premier League, SROC Secretariat, Mrs Caroline Larlus-Lefebvre, Head of Sport Department of the French Online Gaming Regulatory Authority, Mr Stefan Brost, EU related matters of the  Deutscher Fussball-Bund, Mr Mark Lichtenhein, Head of Television and Digital Media of the PGA European Tour, Mr Emanuel Macedo de Medeiros, CEO of the Association of European Professional Football Leagues (EPFL) and Mrs Fani Misailidi, Head of Public Affairs, FIFA. 
***

Before the Lisbon Treaty, the importance of sport for the EU was reflected in the White Paper on Sport, which was implemented by the Commission in 2007. On 2011, the communication from the Commission on “developing the European dimension in Sport” was the first policy document which gave the EU a mandate to support, coordinate and supplement sport policy measures taken by Member States. The European Parliament, in its resolution, dealt with the most common topics that relate to sport:
- Social aspect of Sport-social inclusion
Sport itself constitutes an important social phenomenon and a public good. For many, it is one of the most important forms of recreation, whether they take part themselves or if they are a spectator. At its best, sport brings people together, no matter what their origin, background, religious beliefs or economic status. Sport promotes the active contribution of European citizens to society and helps foster a sense of social inclusion.

- Volunteering 
The Parliament favours an exchange of information and best practice between Member States in order to promote volunteering in sport and of exploring the feasibility of a legal and tax framework. Members call on the Commission and the Member States to create a system for the recognition of qualifications gained by volunteers and of qualifications required for regulated sport-related professions.
- Enhancing health through sport

Physical activity is one of the most important health determinants in modern society. Lack of physical activity has an adverse effect on the health of European citizens, since it increases the risk of individuals becoming obese, overweight and contracting serious diseases. These adverse consequences are a burden on the health budget and the general economy of Member States.

- Doping

Doping remains an important threat to sport. Many stakeholders call for a more active EU approach in the fight against doping, for example by joining, to the extent that the competences in this area entitle the Union to do so, the Anti-Doping Convention of the Council of Europe. 

- Economic aspects of Sport
Sport represents a large and fast-growing sector of the economy and makes an important contribution to growth and jobs, with value added and employment effects exceeding average growth rates. The sustainable funding of sport however is an issue which needs to be examined in closer detail.

- The organisation of sport

Good governance in sport is a condition for addressing challenges regarding sport and the EU legal framework. Such challenges include: the free movement of citizens and nationality of sportspeople, transfers of players (the legality of the acts and transparency of financial flows are frequent concerns), the integrity of sporting competitions and European social dialogue in the sport sector.

It is worth mentioning that the EP report asks for the following actions in order to strengthen European identity through sport:

-
to organise an annual ‘European Day of Sports’, raising public awareness of the benefits of sport (e.g. conferences and debates on sport, discounts on sports equipment in shops and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle);

-
to support the annual designation of a ‘European capital of sport’ under the leadership of ACES, with financial support and the necessary controls;

-
the European flag to fly at major sporting events within European Union and suggests, on the voluntary basis, that it appears on the jersey of the athletes of Member States (ECR and EFD Group voted against);

-
a new mobility programme for young athletes to give them possibility to train with foreign teams and enhance intercultural dialogue.

Briefing up, the position of the EPP Group regarding the policy on Sport could reflect the following aspects:
· respect of the principle of subsidiarity;
· social role (active contribution of European citizens to society and social inclusion);
· healthy lifestyle (lack of physical activity have bad consequences on the health budget and general economy of Member States);
· fight against doping, violence and intolerance (there is a need for a more active EU approach in fight against doping and to reduce the risk associated to the violence and intolerance in sport);
· economic impact (3.7% of EU GDP and 15 million jobs);
· better governance in sport (free movement of citizens; nationality of sports people; transparency in transfer of players; integrity of sporting competition).
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